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A feast for 
the senses
K I T C H E N  I N S P I R AT I O N

01, 02 Albany Road Residence by Studio Four 
Contained within the 1965 Guilford Bell-designed 
Santosa building, this replanned apartment is a 
contemporary tribute to its original architect. The 
thoughtful unstitching of a previously segmented 
layout has established a fluid plan with abundant 
natural light. A restrained material palette of muted 
concrete and pale timber is paired with rectilinear 
forms in homage to the symmetry and order of Bell’s 
architecture. The design team’s careful work has 

A collection of distinctly personal 
kitchens defined by rich colour, 
tactile materials and restorative 
garden connections. 

01 02

allowed garden vistas to serve as a backdrop in the 
kitchen, while full-height curtains can be used to 
create a more intimate setting. Fluted timber joinery 
mirrors the folds of these draping curtains. The end 
result has found harmony between the modernised 
apartment and its historical architectural shell.
studiofour.net.au
Location: Wurundjeri and Boonwurrung Country, 
Naarm/Melbourne
Photography: Shannon McGrath
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07 Skygarden by Architecture Architecture 
Pigmented light chimneys, intricate tessellated 
patterns and hanging gardens are the defining 
features of this adapted Victorian terrace. The  
design is inspired by the work of American artist 
James Turrell, evident in the interplay of light and 
colour throughout the home. Unlike a more conven-
tional open-plan format, here the kitchen at first 
appears to be absent from the main living spaces.  
It is only after further ingress that the heart of the 
home is revealed, sunken beneath the main floor level 
and nestled behind an indoor garden. A sculptural 
skylight, adorned with pink geometric tiles, draws 
attention to this otherwise concealed area. The  
shade of these tiles imbues incoming light with a 
gentle tint, occasionally enveloping the kitchen in  
a soft pink hue. Expressions of colour and pattern  
are paired with cooler elements, such as concrete 
flooring, an aluminium spice rack and projecting steel 
rods from which to hang utensils and pans. Moments 
of theatre have been created in the masterful merging 
of colour, pattern, depth and light.
architecturearchitecture.com.au
Location: Boonwurrung Country, Naarm/Melbourne
Photography: Tom Ross

03, 04 Broadwaters by Nicholas Gurney 
Every inch of space has been considered in this 
cleverly reworked one-bedroom unit. Set within  
the Hugo Stossel-designed Broadwaters building  
in Darling Point, the 49 square-metre apartment  
has been gifted with improved spatial logic thanks  
to the skill of designer Nicholas Gurney. The apart-
ment’s spatial ingenuity is best illustrated in the new 
kitchen, which maintains the same footprint as its 
enclosed predecessor. Gurney decided to forgo  

06 House in the City by James Allen Architect 
A quintessential heritage villa in Adelaide has been 
tactfully reimagined through careful restorations and 
sympathetic additions. Although the clients acquired 
the house in a considerably dilapidated condition, they 
were inspired by its potential. With a profound appre-
ciation for the home’s original character, their brief  
was to preserve and reconceptualise as much of that 
inherent charm as possible. A contemporary pavilion 
now stretches across the rear of the home, holding 
within it an open-plan kitchen, living area and dining 
room. Sandstone, which alludes to the textures of the 
original facade, wraps around the island bench and 
frames the stainless steel kitchen counter and glazed 
doors. Sliding stainless steel screens between the 
kitchen and pantry cleverly conceal clutter when 
closed, or provide convenient access to items when 
open. Above the kitchen, a skylight in the raked ceiling 
showers the meal preparation area with natural light. 
jamesallen.com.au
Location: Kaurna Country, Tarndanya/Adelaide
Photography: Christopher Morrison

05 Gold Coast Holiday Apartment by SJB 
A feast for the senses, this Gold Coast apartment  
plays with colour and texture in a way that is bold yet  
delightfully balanced. The double-height apartment, 
housed within an Ian Moore-designed tower built in 
the early 2000s, was given a fresh start when the 
design team peeled back decades’ worth of layers  
to a near-blank canvas. The new kitchen is the living 
area’s pièce de résistance, a space both for everyday 
domestic needs and for entertaining. Here, the play 
between bold experimentation and elegant restraint  
is revealed: vibrant lobster pink walls on one side are 
offset by crisp white on the other. The sleek chrome 
island bench and lacquered burgundy bar – which 
opens to unveil a golden interior lining – contrast 
beautifully with the textured white cabinetry that  
runs beneath the windows. 
sjb.com.au
Location: Yugambeh Country, Gold Coast
Artwork: Bill Henson
Photography: Alicia Taylor
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a conventional dining area, instead incorporating a 
conceal and reveal timber dining table into the joinery. 
A precisely sized void beneath the kitchen bench 
allows the custom table to be tucked away as needed. 
Though compact, the kitchen does not compromise 
on utility. Shallow drawers in the floating bench, a tall 
cabinet and recessed joinery provide ample storage. 
nicholasgurney.com.au
Location: Gadigal Country, Warrane/Sydney
Photography: Michael Wee
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09 Henville Street House  
by Philip Stejskal Architecture 
Situated at the edge of a garden, the living spaces  
at Henville Street House engage with their external 
environment. A step up from the sunken kitchen and 
dining area leads to the garden, fostering a sense of 
intimacy and protection while also providing a physical 
and visual link to the garden and a double-height 
arbour beyond. Transcending its utilitarian qualities, 
the internal step also serves as a casual spot for 
sitting. The glazed doors above the step can be 
opened fully, enabling a refreshing breeze to circulate 
while cooking in a warm kitchen, or permitting 
gatherings to seamlessly flow between indoor and 
outdoor spaces. The kitchen features a rich layering of 
blackbutt veneer, burnished concrete, stainless steel 
and quartzite, all of which add to the feeling of 
warmth, shelter and comfort experienced within  
the home. 
architectureps.com
Location: Whadjuk Country, Walyalup/Fremantle
Photography: Jack Lovel

08 Little Brick Cottage  
by Perversi-Brooks Architects 
Perversi-Brooks Architects’ small addition to the  
rear of a humble 1850s home in Hobart has introduced 
natural light, garden views and a crafted quality  
to a relocated and reconfigured kitchen. Weathered 
brass, solid Tasmanian oak and premium birch 
plywood combine to create a simple yet sophisticated 
aesthetic. An open shelf above the food preparation 
area provides a place for displaying favourite items  
or for keeping essentials within reach. A custom-made 
linear pendant light and dining table elegantly extend 
the timber theme present in the joinery, ceiling and 
door frames. The triangular ceiling echoes the form  
of Kunanyi/Mount Wellington, adding volume and 
depth to a compact space. This project is testament 
to the beautiful results that can be achieved by  
doing more with less, even when operating within  
a restricted footprint and budget.
perversi-brooks.com
Location: Muwinina Country, Nipaluna/Hobart
Photography: Adam Gibson

10 Horizon House by Taylor Knights 
An intentional departure from its suburban context, 
this design celebrates individuality while shunning 
excess. The house stands out in both scale and 
expression from its gable-roofed neighbours, 
presenting as a dark rectilinear box, supported by  
a brick base and topped with glazing that spans the 
length of the street-facing facade. The compact yet 
open floor plan reflects the clients’ desire for a home 
that was not superfluous. A dark and moody colour 
scheme is carried effortlessly from the exterior into 
the interior. In the kitchen, black joinery, a dark island 
bench and stained ceilings create a dramatic contrast 
against the expansive wall of glazing that lines the 
space. This is an assertive home that does not 
conform to the conventions of the neighbourhood. 
taylorknights.com.au
Location: Wurundjeri Country, Naarm/Melbourne
Photography: Tom Ross

11 Borris’s Boundary House by Maytree Studios 
A modest addition to the rear of a Brisbane cottage 
has transformed a previously cramped home and 
introduced an open and flexible kitchen and garden 
room. In the kitchen, simple and durable materials 
including plywood, stainless steel and white laminate 
withstand daily use and shift the occupant’s focus to 
framed views of landscape. Bi-fold doors between 
both zones improve flow, and create opportunities for 
privacy or interaction. The small addition and careful 
internal reprogramming have afforded the family the 
space they need to feel at home.
maytreestudios.com.au
Location: Jagera and Turrbal Country,  
Meanjin/Brisbane
Photography: Toby Scott
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