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When the team at Philip Stejskal
Architecture commenced work on
Orient Street Residence in South
Fremantle they might just have easily
been mistaken for archaeologists, as
their work took on a similar process to
that of an archaeological dig.
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On first inspection of the site, the design team uncovered that
the existing 1924 cottage was in fact one of the original workers
cottages built for people working at Fremantle Port. It was through
further excavation that the team realised an old stable built in
1896 preceded this cottage – and so began the archaeological
architecture that informed the foundation and program for the
residence, its history forming the central storyline and narrative
that would drive the design process.
In the same way shade cloth is erected to protect artefacts on a
dig from the harsh sun, a timber structure was built to protect the
original cottage during the renovation and informed the program
and design of the ground floor of the residence. This structure
creates separation and tension between the existing stable walls,
without interacting or engaging with them directly. The same
timber structure makes up the first-floor footprint, separating
the living areas from the bedrooms. This, in conjunction with the
client’s desire to use natural, raw materials that would weather
gracefully and without intervention, makes for a space that is
both warm in its welcome, yet contemporary and clean in its
reinterpretation of the buildings that came before it.
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A driving force behind the design, and something that became
increasingly significant for the team at Philip Stejskal Architecture,
was the separation of spaces without boxing them in. This
was curated through the introduction of grey brick blade walls
used to bookend different spaces and uses, tied together by the
overarching timber structure. Glass used between the timber and
blade-wall structure resembles curiosity cabinets often found in
museums, treasuring the artefacts that came about during the dig.
Included in this list of artefacts is an old cottage stove, which can
be seen through a glass panel adjacent to the newly built kitchen.
This juxtaposition of old and new has resulted in a contemporary
space with the patina of a bygone era.
Orient Street Residence illustrates perfectly how architecture
can shape and inform the built environment while maintaining
key moments held in the past. The sensitivity and respect with
which the team at Philip Stejskal Architects addressed the site can
be seen in every detail within the space and carries over in the
atmosphere created within. The project conveys a sense of calm
escapism from the outside world without losing connection to the
sense of place created by the histories that came before. ■

DESIGN TEAM
Claire Ward
Yang Yang Lee
Philip Stejskal
CONSULTANTS
Structural Engineering: Smalley
& Associates
ESD: Sustainability WA
Geotechnical: Structerre
Landscape: Annghi Tran
Landscape Architecture Studio

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

BUILDER
Vital Building Services;
completed January 2020

Cabinetwork
Ferguson Corporation
Floors
Speranza ‘Endless Nero
Rectified’ tiles
Lighting
UNIOS
Bathrooms
Reece, Astra Walker
Windows and Doors
AWS
Exterior cladding
Equitone, VM Zinc and IronAsh
Other
Tegl Petersen Bricks
IronAsh timber structure

SITE
South Fremantle
473 sqm site; 370 sqm addition
including carport and covered
outdoor areas
GROUND FLOOR PLAN
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